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1. Contact hours:
Lecture/Praticals 70 Others 14 Total 84

2. Objectives:

To introduce the basic notions and concepts applied to the socio economic analysis of issues
concerning the management of rural territories, landscapes and economic activities where they take
place.

3. Programme:

Social and biophysical environments:
- social environment: structure and diversity
- the interplay between social and biophysical environments

Society and rural territories:

- rural society/rural, agriculture, forestry, husbandry, food and landscape: an historical approach of
these concepts

- main drivers of the diversity and changing processes of the rural space

- consequences of the changes operated in the rural spaces in the design of the public policies

Rationalities and behaviours:
- the notions of social actor, agent, group, structure and network
- the socioeconomic diversity of behaviours and decision-making

Nature and society:
- the notion of nature and its social perception
- the diversity of the environmental perceptions and attitudes of social groups
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5. Assessment:

Practical exercises - 40%
Final Examination — 60%

6. Estimated Workload: 168 Hours
7. Last Update: 24/11/2011







