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1. Contact hours: 
  Lectures 28 Practicals/Laboratory 56 Others 28 Total 112       
 
2. Objectives: 
Evolution of the concept ‘landscape’. Context in landscape architecture. Landscape as a human 
ecosystem: cultural choice vs. natural determinism. 
Landscape architecture as the organization and improvement of the land in general and outdoor 
spaces in particular, in order to create beautiful, sustainable and cultural identifiable landscapes. 
Evolution of Portuguese landscape. 
Landscape architecture theory, and other knowledge areas (ciencies and arts) to support landscape 
assessment (character, aptitude and constraisn) for human activities, as well as a framework for the 
design of beautiful, sustainable and cultural identifiable landscape. Case study development. 
 
3. Programme:  
1. Landscape concept: evolution and context in landscape architecture 
 
2. Evolution and cultural/historic description of the Portuguese landscape 
 
3. Natural dimension of landscape 
3.1. Geolithologic support and land form 
3.2. Wood and shrub land 
3.3. River corridors and hidrologic systems 
3.4. Coastal systems (dunes, cliffs, wet lands, estuaries and water bodies 
 
4. Cultural dimension of landscape 
4.1. Open land, wood’s hedge, and wood 
4.2. The roman territory organization: Urbe, ager, saltus e silva 
4.3. Human settlement 
4.4. Vegetation hedges pattern of landscape 
4.5. Land use, cultural patterns and mosaics 
 
5. Types of landscape in Portugal 
5.1. Atlantic, Mediterranean and continental landscapes 
5.2. Valley and hills landscapes 
5.3. Coastal and mountains landscapes 
 
6. Landscape analysis 
6.1. Biophysical and cultural factors; spatial distribution patterns 
6.2. Geomorphology and soils 
6.3. Physiographic, hydrologic systems, slopes and aspects 
6.4. Vegetation, land use and land cover 
6.5. Settlement patterns and spatial heritage patterns 
 
7. Landscape assessment methods: 
7.1. Parametric analysis and assessment 
7.2. Holistic approach 
7.3. Overlays method; weight of factors 
7.4. Systemic approach 
7.5. Assessment of landscape aptitudes: edification, nature conservation, visual quality and absorption, 
recreation  
7.6. Identification of landscape patterns 



 
8. Design and management of landscape 
8.1. Landscape design theories 
8.2. Landscape planning, design and management strategies 
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5. Assessment:  
The students are accepted to exam with a group work, with two oral presentations and a final report: 
1st phase: Landscape analysis, evolution and perception; delimitation of landscape homogeneous 
areas 
2nd phase: Landscape homogeneous areas description; human ecosystems, proposal for landscape 
planning and management 
3rd phase: Final report: presentation of document with written and drawing elements 
Final grade calculated upon following weights: 
65% - Test grade 
35% - Group work and final report 

6. Estimated Workload: 224 Hours 
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