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1. Contact hours: 
  Lectures 32 Practicals/Laboratory (field work) 24 Total 56        
 
2. Objectives: 
The course aims to build competences in the field of urban history, considering i) periodization and 
authors; ii) main urban planning and design concepts and theories and iii) relevant examples. The 
program seeks the establishment of solid links between the role of Landscape and urban concepts, 
considering an approach based on the culture of cities. 
 
3. Programme:  
The theoretical contents of the course addresses the occidental city culture and its most representative 
examples throughout the urban history – Lisbon, Barcelona, Paris. Specific cases will be examined 
resorting to an explanatory methodology. Besides the current bibliography new references will be 
made available whenever needed. 
The course is organized according to the following topics: 
I. The European City origins: from place to idea. Urbs and Polis. Medieval cities: European cities 
between 11th and 14th centuries. Renaissance cities from the 15th century. 
II. Urbanism as an answer to industrialization. The new scale of occidental cities. Metropolitan design 
and territorial infrastructures. Urban types and Barroc compositions: classical and neo-classical. The 
19th century way of building cities and the industrial city. Urban approaches.  
III. Modern disjunction cities: the power of the machines and the urban sprawl. Territorial 
infrastructuring. Innovation and modern movement. Linear City, Garden-City and CIAM. 
IV. Post-modern and post-modernism: urban morphology, tendenza and “res” 
V. The post-industrial city and the 21th century metropolis. Functional, structural and political 
reorganization and the need to qualify the pre-existent urban fabrics. 
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5. Assessment:  
Assessment consists on the delivery of an original paper on one of the program topics and/or final 
exam, according to the program regulation. Expression of interest and assiduity are appreciated 

6. Estimated Workload: 112 Hours 
7.  Last Update: 14/7/2010 
 


