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1. Contact hours: 
  Lecture/Practicals 70 Others 14 Total 84         
 
2. Objectives: 
To provide technical skills in the areas of Tropical Agriculture and Development knowledge, providing 
capability to better understand tropical environment and less developed countries and to manage 
tropical production systems. The characterization of the systems and sub-systems, respective analysis 
and capability to relate with the overall management of the agribusiness rational and also family based 
unities in tropical environment is crucial. The international trade and reltionships involved in 
cooperation and development interventions will alos be adressed. Case study methodology will also be 
used frequently. 
 
3. Programme:  
The study and program will consider the following areas:  
1) The study of tropical agronomy today should always consider the need for a systems perspective. 
Nowadays the recognition of the need for a systemic analysis and intervention are quite common in 
most of the scientific fields with pragmatic orientation;  
2) In the tropics, agriculture is even more complex then in other areas being essential to have 
background in management and development processes; 
3) The need for a basic knowledge of management and administration of rural business should be well 
balanced with the capabilities to implement, analyse and develop activities in the tropics, taking into 
consideration the knowledge of tropical systems in biophysical terms and in social and human 
environments in tropical less developed countries;  
4) Case studies are also essential to provide expertise in analysing and preparing projects for the 
tropical agricultural areas. 
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5. Assessment:  
To be defined, using continuos methodology, tests and  thematic reviews.  

6. Estimated Workload: 168 Hours 
7.  Last Update: 16/7/2010 

 


