E.T.S. de Ingeniería Agronómica y del Medio Natural

ETSIAMN Teaching Initiatives 

English language seminars: ISLS and PINTS

Since 2006/07, International Seminars in Life Sciences (ISLS) and Preparation for International Study (PINTS) have been offered as free-elective courses (4.5 credits or 3.6 ECTS each), open to students of all four degree programs offered in the ETSIA (Agricultural Engineering, Forestry, Biotechnology and Food Science and Technology) as well as those from our partner school ETSMRE (Horticulture and Gardening, Oenology). In September of 2010, these two school official merged to form the Escuela Técnica Superior de Ingeniería Agronómica y del Medio Natural (ETSIAMN).

The three-hour classes for each course are scheduled as follows: ISLS on Thursday afternoons (16-19h) and PINTS on Friday mornings (11-14h), so that the guest lecturer can benefit from a brief, but intensive stay in the UPV, while the students are able to register for the courses without overlap in the timetables for their required subjects.
 Students need not register for both subjects and registration is limited to 60 students for ISLS and 30 for PINTS.

The ten autumn sessions are scheduled between the previous June and September, when partner universities are contacted with information about the initiative and presented with a call for participants. Our ETSIAMN International Relations Officer, Claudio Benevent, schedules the guest lecturers as their agendas permit and makes any necessary arrangements for the ISLS/PINTS sessions, establishing as well institutional contact with faculty in the corresponding departments of the ETSIAMN. 

The participants are requested to send, at least two weeks prior to their arrival, a copy of their curriculum vitae in English along with a summary of their research topic and the power point presentation for ISLS. These documents are then posted on the school’s web page for the subject so that registered students can become familiar with the lecturer’s area of specialization and the selected topic prior to the ISLS class. For the PINTS class, the participants are required to prepare a 25-30 minute presentation about their home institution. Rather than relying on the traditional “institutional presentations”, lecturers are instead requested to highlight aspects of particular interest to exchange students such as the courses offered in English, research possibilities, student life, and so on. The electronic presentations of the home institutions are also posted on the ETSIAMN web site for registered students. 

The following pages include details and pertinent information regarding the courses and requirements. Please read them carefully and direct any questions you may have to any of the coordinators in the ETSIAMN. We thank you for your interest in this initiative and your collaboration in our efforts to enhance our students learning experience in our School. 

Yours sincerely,

Vicente Castell Zeising, Vice Dean of International Relations – ETSIAMN
Debra Westall, Course Coordinator - ETSIAMN
Claudio Benevent, International Relations Officer – ETSIAMN
International Seminars in Life Sciences I (ISLS, 7550) – 3.6 ECTS

E.T.S. de Ingeniería Agronómica y del Medio Natural
Objectives

The general objective of the ISLS course is to introduce students to current research developments and the latest in technology in a variety of domains related to Biosciences, including Agriculture, Forestry, Food Science and Bioengineering. Through lectures designed from an engineering point of view, students will be encouraged to take active part in seminars and class discussions as well as to report on selected topics before the class. Problem solving, teamwork, debate and oral communication skills will be reinforced. At the end of the course, students should be able to readily follow the scientific and technical focus adopted in the class, thereby improving their understanding of the English language and academic discourse required for research and study within and beyond the European Union.
Teaching staff

Professors visiting the UPV through academic and research exchange programs.
Methodology

As for the class structure and procedure, the ISLS sessions are designed to facilitate students’ understanding of current research as well as to allow for class discussions of the given topic. To this end, the visiting professor is asked to prepare a 1½ hour lecture about his/her area of research. Students must take notes to foster their understanding of the topic and acquisition of the vocabulary and structures specific to the field. Obviously, not all students will initially be interested in all the topics discussed; however, students are encouraged to consider each session as an opportunity to broaden their knowledge of the distinct research fields within the realm of biosciences (agriculture, forestry, food sciences and biotechnology) as well as their comprehension of the language commonly used in academic and professional discourse. Likewise, lecturers must bear in mind that not all students will have the full background knowledge or vocabulary to readily follow the lecture. Therefore, we suggest that lecturers send their materials as soon as possible and that the presentations be designed for undergraduates of distinct study programs. Once the lecturer concludes his/her presentation, the host ETSIAMN faculty members open the floor for a more in-depth discussion of the research issue and facilitate student participation through inquiry, debate or related activities.

Evaluation

Student evaluation will take into account weekly attendance and active participation in the seminars as well as the formal, written reports from each seminar using the template provided for that purpose. In general, reports should include an introductory description of the topic presented, a structured development of the main points discussed, and individual comments reflecting the student’s own position regarding the aspects addressed in the seminar. 

Preparation for International Study (PINTS, 7549) – 3.6 ECTS

E.T.S. de Ingeniería Agronómica y del Medio Natural
Objectives

The course is designed to enable students to develop their communication skills in English for academic and professional purposes. To prepare themselves for study in international exchange programs, students will work with authentic academic texts and discourse so as to broaden their understanding of the vocabulary, expressions, styles and structures common to scientific and technical fields. At the end of the course, students will be able 

1. To perceive the English language as a means of communication in academics, science and technology and consider this language as a global vehicle to exchange information. 

2. To identify the features of the academic discourse and the characteristics of languages for specific purposes while distinguishing between colloquial discourse and scientific-technical discourse in English. 

3. To make use of the specific vocabulary in English related to their field of engineering and the specific resources to search for common terminology. 

4. To maintain a positive attitude towards linguistic diversity, linguistic enrichment and linguistic contributions to the global scientific community. 

5. To display a good working knowledge of the linguistic and communicative aspects of the English language as well as the skills needed for the effective comprehension and adequate production of discourse related to academics, science and technology.
Teaching staff

Professors visiting the UPV through academic and research exchange programs as well as in-house Faculty (Dept. Applied Linguistics). 
Methodology
To complement the approach adopted in the ISLS sessions, the PINTS sessions follow a more traditional classroom structure in the computer laboratory of the ETSIAMN. First, the guest lecturer gives a 25-30 minute presentation about his/her home university, focusing on information for exchange students: language requirements, faculty and departmental organization, course structure, registration deadlines, international relations, campus life and the like. Students are required to take notes and participate in a 10-minute question and answer session. Then they are given 15 minutes to explore the lecturer’s home university web pages, ask any further questions and complete their notes. Bearing in mind that this part of the initiative also prepares students for mobility programs, for the remaining class time (two hours), the in-class coordinator (in our case, a specialist in English for academic and professional purposes) instructs students as they work a variety of tasks to foster their autonomy in lifelong learning with resources specific to academic and professional development. 

Evaluation

Students are evaluated on a continuous in-class basis. In addition to their participation and note taking practice with the guest lecturer, specific assignments prepare students for study abroad and give them practice in applying strategies for understanding and reporting scientific and technical information successfully in English. These assignments include academic writing tasks such as 1) describing future academic/professional plans, 2) elaborating a curriculum vitae/resume in English, 3) drafting and polishing academic letters (motivation, cover, request), 4) report writing (study abroad, work-study program, postgraduate degree, internships, etc.), 5) Final essay which assesses the learning process. 
� In the ETSIAMN Thursday afternoons are reserved for elective courses and Friday mornings for excursions and make-up classes. Most participants arrive in Valencia on Wednesday to initiate their institutional visit and meet with the corresponding departmental representatives of the ETSIAMN.





