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The Federation of Agriculture and Animal Production of Paraíba (FAEPA) and the Federal University of Paraíba (UFPB), in association with Food and Agriculture Association of United Nations (FAO), are honored to invite producers, researchers, businessmen, students and all interested parties to the “VI International Congress on Cactus Pear and Cochineal” and “VI General Meeting of FAO-CACTUSNET”, from 22nd to 26th of October, 2007, in João Pessoa, Paraíba, Brazil.
The Congress on Cactus Pear and Cochineal is accomplished for several years now, in many countries, propitiating to the interested and envolved people with Cactus, access to the new discoveries in the area. For Brazil is a great opportunity to update the knowledge of several technological advances and uses of the Cactus Pear and other cactus of economical interest. 
It will be a great pleasure to have you with us!

INTRODUCTION
The Cactus Pear is a desert plant, originated from the arid areas of the American continent, specifically of Mexico. Today, it is found at countries such as Spain, Italy and in the rest of Europe, as well in Africa, Asia and Oceania.
It is cultivated in the arid and semi-arid areas of all world for production of forage, fruits and cochineal and in some countries for human feeding (green vegetable, juices, pickles, jelly...), production of cosmetics and medicinal products.

Nowadays, Brazil has the largest planted area of Cactus Pear in the world, with more than 600.000 cultivated hectares. The State of Paraíba has 85% of its territory in the Brazilian Semi-arid, where the cultivation of Cactus Pear for animal feeding is already used by farmers and the interest for other uses of the plant is growing continually. 
OBJECTIVES
( To promote the access to the most recent scientific and technological progress in the area;

( To exchange scientific research results related to cactus plant and cochineal and the production systems based on cactus pear;

( To disseminate adaptive research results and experiences on full utilization of cactus;

( To promote regional and international research and development cooperation action.

PROGRAM OUTLINE
Under the congress theme “Production of Cactus Pear and other Cactus in the different Ecosystems in the World: Challenges and Technological Progress”, the Sessions are:
Session 1: Plant genetic resources, conservation and evaluation
Session 2: Fruit and Nopalitos production

Session 3: Agro-industries and post harvest

Session 4: Medicinal, cosmetic and biofuel uses of Cactus products

Session 5: Pests and diseases

Session 6: Cochineal production and utilization

Session 7: Biology and Biotechnology

Session 8: Uses of Cactus as forage

Session 9: Use of Cactus to control desertification

Session 10: Growing models of Cactus Pear

11. VI General Meeting of FAO-CACTUSNET  

SCIENTIFIC PAPERS
Scientific papers are welcomed in the areas cited previosly, in the format established by the Scientific Comission of the Congress and approved by the related comission. Contributed  papers will be presented only in poster sessions.
The Abstracts could be published, according to the preference of the author, formated as Expanded Abstract in the Proceedings of the Congress (CD-Rom) or as a Scientific Paper in a magazine of international circulation. 

For full writing instructions and registration, please refer to the Congress website www.cactuspearcongress2007.com.
EXHIBITION AREA
Institutions or individuals interested in exposing their products or activities with cactus pear or other cactaceaes can use areas of 9m2, by the payment of the following quota: US$ 17 per m2. 
Institutions or individuals who wish to sell their publications on Cactus Pear and other cactus, can make it gratuitously in the publications sale stand, available in the exhibitions area.  

FIELD VISIT
On October 26th, there will be a visit to the Cactus Pear fields in the cities of Juazeirinho and Taperoá and also to the “Fair of Goat and Sheep of Taperoá”.
Those interested shall sign this option on the registration form or do so on October 22nd at the event venue. Early reservations for this activity are advisable.

OFFICIAL DINNER

The Official Dinner will happen on October 25th, 2007. Those interested shall sign this option on the registration form on the event website.
The place and costs will be confirmed shortly. 
REGISTRATION
The registration to the Congress must be done online at the website of the Congress (www.cactuspearcongress2007.com). 
Registration Fees*
	
	Until 30/06/07


	After 30/06/07

	Professionals and Others
	US$ 90,00
	US$ 110,00

	Students
	US$ 50,00


	US$ 70,00


*Include: Material of the Congress, Opening Session, Congress and Posters Sessions, a copy of the Proceedings and Coffee breaks.

The payment must be done by Bank Deposit or cash (when done at the venue) and confirmed also in the site of the Congress. 
	VI International Congress on Cactus Pear and Cochineal

Bank: Banco do Brasil

Branch: 0011-6

Account number: 11.378-6


VENUE
The Congress will be held at the Tropical Hotel Tambaú.

Considered the city’s postcard, the Tropical Hotel Tambaú is a modern circular structure built right on the sands of Tambaú beach.
ACCOMMODATION

Reservations can be requested through the Official Tourism Agency of the Congress in our website.
WEATHER

The weather in late October in João Pessoa is nice and the temperature ranges between 25 to 30 degrees.

LANGUAGE

English will be the official language of the Congress and a simultaneous translation between Portuguese and English will be provided.

CURRENCY

The currency in Brazil is the Real. The approximate exchange rate is  2,10 reais = 1 US$ (February, 2007). 

CANCELLATION

Cancellations of registrations will not be accepted.

INSURANCE

The Organizing Committee will not accept any liability for personal injuries, loss or damage of property. The participants are requested to arrange their own insurance for health, travel and property.
ORGANIZERS
Federation of Agriculture and Animal Production of Paraíba – FAEPA
Federal University of Paraíba - UFPB

Food and Agriculture Organization United Nations - FAO
SUPPORT
Serviço de Apoio às Micro e Pequenas Empresas - SEBRAE

Banco do Nordeste do Brasil – BNB

Superintendência Federal de Agricultura na Paraíba – SFA-PB/MAPA

Governo do Estado da Paraíba

Confederação da Agricultura e Pecuária do Brasil – CNA Brasil

Serviço Nacional de Aprendizagem Rural – SENAR

Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento - MAPA

Ministério da Ciência e Tecnologia – MCT

Ministério da Integração – MI

Universidade Federal do Ceará  - UFC

Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco - UFRPE

INFORMATIONS
Phone: + 55 (083) 3222 5144  
E-mail:  congressopalma@senarpb.com.br
For more information, please visit:

www.cactuspearcongress2007.com
_1232974319.unknown

